Building Design Check List

How well does the building design accommodate an ideal learning environment based on successful school models?

The design team must check to see if their conceptual school design meets or exceeds the criteria listed within each of the following 7 listed general categories.

1. Program Adaptability Spaces

(check to see if all these criteria apply)

	
	Flexibility in the building design makes it possible to offer a wide variety of interdisciplinary educational programs.

	
	

	
	The building incorporates technology in a way that supports programs that help personalize education and maximize student learning.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces to support multiple instructional strategies and program delivery models, such as individualized instruction, small and large group learning, and independent learning.

	
	

	
	Learning is enabled at the school in a variety of space sizes.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces to support a range of formats for students to demonstrate their knowledge, such as exhibitions, projects, portfolios, etc.


2. Collaboration Spaces

(check to see if all these criteria apply)

	
	The building provides spaces for everyone associated with the school to work collaboratively.

	
	

	
	The building design incorporates elements that emphasize the purpose of the school and how each person contributes to the school’s success.

	
	

	
	The school’s vision and focus are apparent in the building design and shared by staff, students, parents, and the community.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces that promote group work and communication.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces for students to intercede with each other, listen to their peers, and have a voice in the operation of the school.

	
	

	
	The building should inspire students to feel a sense of ownership and take pride in its appearance, consequently graffiti and litter may be minimized.


3. Personalizing Environment Spaces

(check to see if all these criteria apply)

	
	The building provides spaces for students to develop personalized relationships with adults.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces for students to work and socialize with peers.

	
	

	
	The building design encourages feelings of safety and trust.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces for individualized support services for students, including mental, physical, social, and academic support.

	
	

	
	The building design enables small learning communities to operate within the school.

	
	

	
	The building contains appropriate spaces to support a wide range of academic subjects and learning opportunities.

	
	

	
	The building has spaces for students to have quiet, personal reflection time.


4. Community Connections Spaces

(check to see if all these criteria apply)

	
	The building design incorporates and helps convey the school’s mission to the community.

	
	

	
	The building provides access, a sense of welcoming and spaces for parents to participate in decision-making and curricular activities at the school; to gain a better understanding of their role in helping students meet academic expectations.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces for the community to be actively involved and visible in promoting a rigorous academic environment at the school.

	
	

	
	Community resources and spaces provided may help support and supplement the school’s educational programs.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces for students to be mentored by community members.


5. Learner Centered Environment Spaces

(check to see if all these criteria apply)

	
	The building is designed with students’ needs placed first.

	
	

	
	The building and overall campus provide opportunities for students to explore hypotheses and test ideas.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces for interdisciplinary learning to occur, as well as spaces for teachers to collaborate.

	
	

	
	Flexibility in building design enables teachers to engage students’ attention with creative learning activities and make them active participants.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces for student work to be prominently displayed throughout the school.

	
	

	
	The building provides access and space for parents and community members to collaborate meaningfully as learning partners.


6. Evidence of Safe & Secure Spaces

(check to see if all these criteria apply)

	
	Spaces within the building encourage a sense of ownership and therefore promote safety and security.

	
	

	
	The building contains both individual and group meeting spaces, providing opportunities for each student to be known by adults.

	
	

	
	The building provides spaces for support services for students, including mental, physical, social, and academic support.

	
	

	
	The building design should be such to contribute to low incidences of disciplinary actions (spaces are well conceived and developed).

	
	

	
	The building is well lit and can be easily viewed and monitored.


7. Aesthetic Spaces

(check to see if all these criteria apply)

	
	The building conveys a “sense of place”.

	
	

	
	The building is appealing, warm, and inviting to many cultures and ethnicities.

	
	

	
	Throughout the building there are comfortable, enjoyable spaces that entice and inspire kids and teachers alike.

	
	

	
	The building has a variety of interesting spatial types that allow for exploration.

	
	

	
	The building facilities and landscaping may be well maintained.

	
	

	
	The building is pleasing in a tactile way.

	
	

	
	The building is environmentally sound yet provides an appropriately stimulating atmosphere.


