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The world’s most widely recognized Awards Programme of its kind has
returned. Since the awards began The DesignShare Awards have documented
hundreds of innovative school designs from 20 countries. 2006’s winners are
worthy additions to an impressive roster of groundbreaking designs that have
changed the face of schools throughout the world.

redefining the global vocabulary for

educational facility design by
challenging traditional standards and
committing to learner-centred, cost-efficient
and sustainable learning environments.
This assemblage of projects is not a fashion
show showcasing the ‘look’ of the building.
The DesignShare Awards programme is
unique in many ways because it extends
well beyond the architecture itself: it focuses
firstly on learning, secondly on the learners,
and then thirdly on how the build or
natural environment provides rich
learning opportunities.

F or 7 years, DesignShare has been

Now in it's seventh year, the 2006
DesignShare Awards programme has once

again established a vibrant discussion
focused on the future of innovative school
design projects.

The 2006 winning projects showcased here
were selected from project submittals
originating from 11 countries around the
globe; including Argentina, Iceland,
Germany, Canada, Iran, Singapore,
Australia, Israel, India, Mexico and 16
different states in the USA.

The process of reviewing projects from 11
different countries was conducted via a
series of dynamic web-based tools. A team
of 12 architectural, planning, and
educational experts from across the globe
gathered electronically to discuss and
review the entries.
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The team members embraced the use of
new technologies to appraise the projects
and provide comment. Reviewers used a
Wiki, a piece of server software that allows
users to freely create and edit Web page
content using any Web browser. This easy-
to-use interface included the architects' and
educators' narratives, facility data, products,
layouts, plans and image summary from
which judges could review, send comments
to one another, and rate the projects. All
this is done passionately while allowing the
projects names and project teams to remain
anonymous. Names of projects, designers,
planners, and architects are withheld until
after the ratings have been completed in
order to ensure a level-playing field based
on quality and attention to spaces that
inspire learning.

The 2006
DesignShare awards saw
entries from around the
world demonstrating the
fantastic range of innovative
design in schools today.
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