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The world’s most widely recognized Awards Programme of its kind has
returned. Since the awards began The DesignShare Awards have documented
hundreds of innovative school designs from 20 countries. 2006’s winners are
worthy additions to an impressive roster of groundbreaking designs that have
changed the face of schools throughout the world.

7th

annual awards

again established a vibrant discussion
focused on the future of innovative school
design projects.

The 2006 winning projects showcased here
were selected from project submittals
originating from 11 countries around the
globe; including Argentina,  Iceland,
Germany, Canada, Iran, Singapore,
Australia, Israel, India, Mexico and 16
different states in the USA. 

The process of reviewing projects from 11
different countries was conducted via a
series of dynamic web-based tools. A team
of 12 architectural, planning, and
educational experts from across the globe
gathered electronically to discuss and
review the entries. 

F
or 7 years, DesignShare has been
redefining the global vocabulary for
educational facility design by

challenging traditional standards and
committing to learner-centred, cost-efficient
and sustainable learning environments. 
This assemblage of projects is not a fashion
show showcasing the ‘look’ of the building.
The DesignShare Awards programme is
unique in many ways because it extends
well beyond the architecture itself: it focuses
firstly on learning, secondly on the learners,
and then thirdly on how the build or 
natural environment provides rich 
learning opportunities.  

Now in it’s seventh year, the 2006
DesignShare Awards programme has once

The 2006
DesignShare awards saw
entries from around the
world demonstrating the
fantastic range of innovative
design in schools today.
Christian Long

The team members embraced the use of
new technologies to appraise the projects
and provide comment. Reviewers used a
Wiki, a piece of server software that allows
users to freely create and edit Web page
content using any Web browser. This easy-
to-use interface included the architects' and
educators' narratives, facility data, products,
layouts, plans and image summary from
which judges could review, send comments
to one another, and rate the projects. All
this is done passionately while allowing the
projects names and project teams to remain
anonymous. Names of projects, designers,
planners, and architects are withheld until
after the ratings have been completed in
order to ensure a level-playing field based
on quality and attention to spaces that
inspire learning.
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Rodolfo Almeida
An international consultant on
educational spaces. Rodolfo is
an Architect who graduated at
the Faculty of Architecture,
National Autonomous University (UNAM),
Mexico 1961. He has since worked in more
than 90 countries in this field whilst
researching, studying, training, and
designing prototype and pilot 
educational buildings.

Dr. Pablo Campos
Architect and campus planner,
he is currently a professor of
Architecture in the Universidad
San Pablo-C.E.U. Dr. of
Architecture of Universidad Politecnica of
Madrid. He’s also the Author of the award-
winning book, El Viaje de la Utopia (The
Voyage to Utopia: a History and Analysis of
Campus Master Planning in North America
and Europe, 2002).

Randall Fielding
As well as being the founder
of DesignShare, Randall
Fielding, AIA, is the Chairman
and Founding Partner of Fielding
Nair International, LLC (FNI), an award-
winning school planning and design firm
with offices in New York, Minneapolis and
Madison and consultations in 20 states
around the USA and 17 countries on 
five continents.

Bobbie Hill
Partner and Director of
Planning for New Orleans -
based Concordia LLC. Bobbie,
through the Concordia Planning
Model, works with communities to help
them realise their potential through
consensus building and exploring learning
opportunities through collaboration.

Ulla Kjærvang
Ulla Kjærvang is an educated
architect from Aarhus School
of Architecture, Germany.
While studying she worked as a
practising architect with Dall and
Lindhardtsen in Aalborg, Germany. Ulla
Kjærvang has specialised in the importance
of the physical frames in the teaching and
educational environment.

Dr. Jeff Lackney
Jeff Lackney has committed
his practice as a registered
architect for nearly 20 years to
the visioning, planning, designing,
constructing and evaluating of learning
environments. Currently he consults
nationally with FNI as an educational
facility planner advocating innovative
vision-driven approaches to planning 
for education.

Dr. Frank Locker
Honoured as Planner of the
Year by the Council of
Educational Facilities Planners
in 1999, Dr Locker is an
educational planner, architect, former
educator, and trained facilitator. He is a
frequent speaker at national and regional
educational planning conferences.

Prakash Nair
An internationally recognised
consultant in the areas of
innovative schools and
educational technology. He is the
President and Partner of Fielding Nair
International an award-winning school
planning firm. He is the recipient of several
international awards including the
prestigious CEFPI MacConnell Award, the
top honour worldwide for school design.

Jeff Phillips
Jeff Phillips is the Principal
Consultant for Research and
Development in Facility
Planning for the Department of
Education and Training in Western
Australia. His current research involves an
analysis of innovation and change in
educational delivery and facilities provision
throughout the world and identifying good
practice in school building design.

Dr. Henry Sanoff
Henry Sanoff came to the
College of Design in 1966 from
the University of California,
Berkeley, where he was an Assistant
Professor from 1963. A member of the
Academy of Outstanding Teachers, award
winner as Alumni Distinguished Graduate
Professor, and a recipient of the Alexander
Quarles Holladay Medal of Excellence,
Professor Sanoff has been a visiting lecturer
at more than 85 institutions in the USA 
and abroad.

Dr. Susan Wolff
The Director of Wolff Designs,
an organisation that focuses on
educational and facilities
planning. In addition to serving on
this review team, she has been a jury
member for CEFPI and the AIA CAE
architectural awards.

Amy Yurko
Amy is an architect (Master of
Architecture, Washington
University in St. Louis), and
educator, writer, speaker/presenter,
knowledge leader, and community
volunteer. Her newly established enterprise,
BrainSpaces, offers collaborative visioning,
programming and planning expertise to
school districts throughout the USA.
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Meet The DesignShare 2006 Judges E
ach winning project joins a   
comprehensive database at 
DesignShare.com of more than 400

best-practice case studies. Educator
narratives, planning process summaries,
construction data, photographs, floor and
site plans all combine to help school 
leaders and the design community who
seek projects that can help to inspire local
projects. Ranging from early childhood
centres to the university campus, the
common ground is that each of the
featured projects challenge current
standards and show more 
effective solutions.

In an effort to solidify the commitment to
learning, even the review team members
embrace stepping out of their comfort
zones. Each year, the review team pushes
themselves as a community and as
individuals to become far better designers
and educators than when the process
started. The team members do not always
agree. The review process extends over
several months, allowing reviewers 
to explore disagreements and new
suggestions. In addition, while key
individuals are responsible for initial
reviews of individual projects, all review
team members are invited to challenge
initial reviews.  

Ultimately, a deep desire to learn and be
stretched prevails and new ways of
thinking about school design take hold.
Wikis, design patterns, "schools in parks,"
lively debates, "hope-filled visions for the
future," and prototypes were unique
vocabulary, techniques, and products that
challenged the 2006 school Design Award
review and debate. The philosophy behind
DesignShare has historically been to move
from the competitive model of the past to
an age of collaboration. The founder of
DesignShare, Randy Fielding states 

"Sharing one’s work in an international

forum opens the doors to new team

synergies, project opportunities, and

innovative approaches".  

This philosophy was echoed throughout
this year’s Awards programme review
process. At its core, the Awards programme
remains focused on projects designed for
the future of learning which serve
communities around the world, to help
ensure this criteria is met with all entries,
all applicants had to answer two questions:

For their entry to
DesignShare 2006 project
team applicants were asked
to answer two questions
with each submission:

• What exemplary ideas do the designs

contain that enhance learning? 

• What innovations in the planning,

programming and design process

supported the realisation of those

exemplary ideas?

This year, eight distinct design themes
emerged, extending beyond the type of
building (elementary vs. university) and
setting (rural vs. urban) by addressing
deeper community and learning needs.
Each of these themes arose throughout
what our team reviewed, read, discovered,
and debated within a remarkably diverse
range of international projects.

Each year we raise the
bar of School Design by publishing
case studies of innovative design
from around the world, thus
benefiting children for 
generations to come.
Prakash Nair
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A sneak preview of some of the winners, read on to find
out why they were best in class.
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